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Intra-regional disparities in the agricultural development of Kerala

H K.C. AYYOOB, M. KRISHNADAS AND FFM.H. KALEEL

SUMMARY : The level of agricultural development of different districts of Kerala was obtained with the help of
composite index based on optimum combination of forty-eight indicators by the method of principal component
analysis. The district wise data for the period of 2003-2008 were utilized for all the fourteen districts of state
Kerala. Wide ranges of disparities were observed in the level of agricultural development among different districts.
The district of Palakkad was ranked first and the district of Pathanamthitta was ranked last in agricultural
development. The districts were categorized into three groups based on mean and standard deviation of composite
index. Six districts namely, Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha, Kottayam, Idukki, Kozhikode and Kasaragod were
categorized as the low developed districts where as Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Wayanad and Kannur districts
were categorized as moderately developed districts. Four districts namely, Ernakulam, Thrissur, Palakkad and
Malappuram, were classified as highly developed districts.
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